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From the Rabbi's Desk
Though it can seem that winter is never-ending, 
in fact, Spring is right around the corner. Purim 
and Passover will be upon us before we know 
it! In the light-hearted spirit of Purim, let’s look 
ahead to Passover.

Did you ever see the wonderful John Sayles 
movie “Brother from Another Planet”? The 
plot line in my head is a slight variation on this 
theme. Imagine the alien has arrived from outer 
space and landed in a small Jewish community 
shortly before Passover. He has a strong desire 
to fit in, so he decides to learn about Passover. 

The alien is wondering how to observe 
Passover rituals. He comes across a Humash, a 
Torah book, and decides to take his cues about 
Passover observance from there. He is full of 
excitement as he reads and anticipates the 
upcoming celebration.

Soon he learns that there is a Community Seder 
at Congregation Ahavas Achim and he is eager 
to register and participate. He stops in to shul to 
ask for clarification on the following texts. After 
all, he wants to do Passover correctly.

You happen to be at shul when the alien arrives. 
You realize the Rabbi is tied up in a video con-
ference on how to construct a golem. The alien is 
charming and humble, and you want to help.

YOUR MISSION, should you choose to accept 

it, is to look over the following Torah texts with 
him. 

- Point out to him which of the ancient ritual 
acts are still carried out just as described in the 
Torah. Assume that you are aware of the con-
temporary range of Jewish observance.  
(I= INTACT) 

- Point out to him which of the ancient ritual 
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March/April
Mar. 1 Shir Shabbat Service/Oneg 7:00 PM 
 sponsored by Yvette Yeager in  
 memory of Frieda Yeager
Mar. 3 Trip to Yalla Vermont 10:00 AM
Mar. 8 Exuberant Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 9 CAA Movie Night –  7:00 PM 
 “Inglorious Basterds” 
Mar. 13 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Mar. 15 Traditional Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 16 Torah Service 10:00 AM
Mar. 20 Pizza Dinner 6:00 PM
 Purim Service 6:30 PM
Mar. 21 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Mar. 22 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 28 “Passover Parodies” 6:30 PM
Mar. 29  Kavanah Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Mar. 31 Cohen Lecture Series –   3:00 PM 
 Mak’hela
Apr. 5 Shir Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 6 CAA Movie Night –  7:00 PM 
 “Zoolander”
Apr. 10  Board of Directors Meeting 7:00 PM
Apr. 12 Short Shabbat Service 7:00 PM
Apr. 13 Torah Service 10:00 AM
Apr. 18 Community Kitchen 4:45 PM
Apr. 19 No Shabbat Service
Apr. 20 Community Seder 5:30 PM
Apr. 24 CAA Book Club-“Jew vs. Jew” 7:00 PM
Apr. 26 Traditional Yizkor & Festival 7:00 PM 
 Shabbat Service
Apr. 30 Cohen Center Awards Night 7:00 PM
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acts are still carried out, but 
in an adapted or merely sym-
bolic manner. Explain.  
(S= SYMBOLIC)

- Point out to him which 
of the ancient rituals have 
ceased to be observed.  
(X= NON-EXISTENT)

I hope you will enjoy think-
ing about how best to help 
our alien friend. Let’s get together over some 
Purim matzah and discuss! (haha)

WHY WE OBSERVE

Exodus 12:17
(17) You shall observe the [Feast of] 
Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I 
brought your ranks out of the land of Egypt; 
observe this day throughout the ages as an 
institution for all time.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

CHAMETZ U’MATZAH (LEAVENED AND 
UNLEAVENED)

Deuteronomy 16:3
(3) You shall not eat anything leavened with it; 
for seven days thereafter you shall eat unleav-
ened bread, bread of distress—for you depart-
ed from the land of Egypt hurriedly—so that 
you may remember the day of your departure 
from the land of Egypt as long as you live. 
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

Exodus 12:15
(15) Seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread; on the very first day you shall remove 
leaven from your houses, for whoever eats 
leavened bread from the first day to the sev-
enth day, that person shall be cut off from 
Israel.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

SEDER CUISINE

Exodus 12:3-4
(3) Speak to the whole community of Israel 
and say that on the tenth of this month each of 
them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a 
household. (4) But if the household is too small 
for a lamb, let him share one with a neighbor 

who dwells nearby, in proportion to the num-
ber of persons: you shall contribute for the 
lamb according to what each household will 
eat.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

(8) They shall eat the flesh that same night; 
they shall eat it roasted over the fire, with 
unleavened bread and with bitter herbs. (9) 
Don't eat any of it raw, or cooked in any 
way with water, but roasted: head, legs, and 
entrails—over the fire. (10) Don't leave any of 
it over until morning; if any of it is left until 
morning, you shall burn it…
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

SACRED TIME

Exodus 12:16
(16) You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on 
the first day, and a sacred occasion on the sev-
enth day; no work at all shall be done on them; 
only what every person is to eat, that alone 
may be prepared for you.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

Deuteronomy 16:8
(8) After eating unleavened bread six days, you 
shall hold a solemn gathering for G-d on the 
seventh day: you shall do no work.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

Deuteronomy 16:9
(9) You shall count off seven weeks; start to 
count the seven weeks when the sickle is first 
put to the standing grain.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

HOME DÉCOR AND AMBIENCE

Exodus 12:7
(7) They shall take some of the blood [from the 
slaughtered lamb] and put it on the two door-
posts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
are to eat it.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

Exodus 12:8-10
(8) They shall eat the flesh that same night; 
they shall eat it roasted over the fire, with 
unleavened bread and with bitter herbs...(10) 
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
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your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand. Eat it hurriedly.
(I= INTACT ?) (S= SYMBOLIC ?) (X= NON-EXISTENT ?)

Rabbi Loewenthal

A Letter from the President
At Congregation Ahavas Achim we have much to be 
grateful for as we are generous with each other and 
the community enacting acts of chesed, lovingkind-
ness. 

I was fortunate to participate in Tom Bassarear’s 
Mindfulness and Aging four-week class as part of 
the CALL program at Keene State College recently.  
One section of the course focused on building spiri-
tual strength by cultivating kindness and compas-
sion including service to others and cultivating 
gratitude and generosity.  I hope that you will find 
the following story shared with the class to be as 
moving as I did.

A Cab Ride I'll Never Forget by Kent Nerburn
A life-transforming experience that blurred the 
line between giver and receiver.

One night I took a fare at 2:30 AM. The build-
ing was dark. Under these circumstances, many 
drivers would just honk once. But unless a situ-
ation smelled of danger, I always went to the 
door. This passenger might be someone who 
needs my assistance, I reasoned to myself.  

So I walked to the door and knocked. After a 
long pause, the door opened. A small woman 
in her 80's stood before me. She was wearing a 
print dress and a pillbox hat with a veil pinned 
on it. By her side was a small nylon suitcase The 
apartment looked as if no one had lived in it 
for years. There were no clocks on the walls, no 
knick-knacks or utensils on the counters. In the 
corner was a cardboard box filled with photos 
and glassware.  

"Would you carry my bag out 
to the car?" she said. She took 
my arm and we walked slowly 
toward the curb.   She kept 
thanking me for my kindness. 
"It's nothing", I told her. "I just 
try to treat my passengers the 
way I would want my mother 
treated." "Oh, you're such a 

good man," she said. When we got in the cab, 
she gave me an address, and then asked, "Could 
you drive through downtown?" "It's not the 
shortest way," I answered quickly.   "Oh, I don't 
mind," she said "I'm in no hurry. I'm on my way 
to a hospice." I looked in the rear-view mirror. 
Her eyes were glistening. "I don't have any fam-
ily left," she continued. "The doctor says I don't 
have very long." I quietly reached over and shut 
off the meter.

For the next two hours, we drove through the 
city. She showed me the building where she had 
once worked as an elevator operator.  We drove 
through the neighborhood where she and her 
husband had lived when they were newlyweds. 
She had me pull up in front of a furniture ware-
house that had once been a ballroom where she 
had gone dancing as a girl.   Sometimes she'd 
ask me to slow in front of a particular building 
or corner and would sit staring into the dark-
ness, saying nothing.  

As the first hint of sun was creasing the hori-
zon, she suddenly said, "I'm tired. Let's go 
now." We drove in silence to the address she 
had given me. It was a low building, like a 
small convalescent home, with a driveway that 
passed under a portico. Two orderlies came out 
to the cab as soon as we pulled up. They were 
solicitous and intent, watching her every move. 
They must have been expecting her.  

"How much do I owe you?" she asked, reaching 
into her purse.  "Nothing," I said.

"You have to make a living," she answered. 
"Oh, there are other passengers," I responded. 
Almost without thinking, I bent and gave her a 
hug. She held onto me tightly.  Our hug ended 
with her remark, "You gave an old woman a 
little moment of joy."  After a slight pause, she 
added, "Thank you." I squeezed her hand, and 
then walked into the dim morning light. Behind 
me, a door shut. It was the sound of the closing 
of a life.

I didn't pick up any more passengers that shift. 
I drove aimlessly lost in thought. For the rest 
of that day, I could hardly talk. What if that 
woman had gotten an angry driver, or one who 
was impatient to end his shift?  What if I had 
honked once, then driven away?  On a quick 
review, I don't think that I have done anything Ronnie Brown
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ADVERTISE!
Would you like to advertise your business in our  
newsletter?  A business card would be a nice 
way to let our community know that you are 
out there and inform them about what you are 
doing.  Advertising rates are $18 (chai=life=18) 
an issue, or $90 a year (six issues).  Please call 
the synagogue (352-6747) or mail your card to 
Congregation Ahavas Achim at 84 Hastings 
Avenue. Patronize our advertisers! 

more important in my life.  

 We're conditioned to think that our lives 
revolve around great moments. But great 
moments often catch us unaware, beautifully 
wrapped in what others may consider a small 
one.

I have oftentimes spoken about how we at CAA 
show up for each other in times of joy and sorrow.  
As we strive to provide the giving of lovingkind-
ness, Gemilut Hasadim, may we be open to great 
moments in our lives and be present enough to rec-
ognize them for what they are.

L'shalom,  
Ronnie Brown, President 
ronniembrown@gmail.com

Delicious Israeli Food in Our Own Backyard: 
A CAA Field Trip to Yalla Vermont
March 3 at 10:00 a.m.
Some CAA’ers have already discovered an 
authentic Israeli breakfast-and-lunch spot in 
nearby Brattleboro and we’re looking to spread 
the word. Yalla Vermont is a small restaurant 
serving shakshuka, falafel, babaganoush, and 
other Middle Eastern delights.  The pita is fluffy 
and fresh, the hummous garlicky and deli-
cious.  The pickles will make you feel like you 
are in Jerusalem!  Join us on an expedition to 
learn more about Israeli food and enjoy a great 
brunch.

We’ll meet at CAA at 10:00 and have some brief 
instruction about Israeli restaurants, including 
some Hebrew phrases that will come in handy.  
Then we’ll carpool over to Yalla Vermont, where 
Zohar – the proprietor – will tell us more about 
the Israeli restaurant scene.  Then we’ll eat 
brunch, ordering from the regular menu aug-
mented with some specials just for us.  

Yalla means “Come on” – so come on this field 
trip.  You’ll be glad you did.  Yalla is a small res-
taurant so the trip is limited to 10 participants.  
You must RSVP so we know we aren’t exceed-
ing the limit.
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Saturday Night at the Movies:   
The CAA Movie Club
March 9 at 7:00 pm:  Inglourious Basterds
In March, we’ll be viewing Quentin Tarantino’s 
Inglourious Basterds.  This 2009 film with the 
purposely misspelled title gives World War II, 
in the words of Roger Ebert, “a much-needed 
alternative ending.”  It’s not a conventional 
war film, where the basic story stays intact but 
bravery is exaggerated and the heroes’ fail-
ings removed.  Rather, it is a fantasy of how 
Jews – particularly American Jews – might have 
brought an end to the Nazi regime if things 
had happened differently.  The fantasy is outra-
geous, but everything about this film is over-
sized – courage and evil and terror and even 
weird flashes of humor.  

The film focuses on a fictional cadre of Jewish 
American GI’s, dropped behind enemy lines 
in occupied France to take on the Nazi regime. 
There’s also a young French Jewish woman 
who longs to avenge her family’s deaths, even 
if it results in her own.  And there’s a villainous 
Nazi every bit as evil and frightening as those 
in films that try to present actual history.

Inglourious Basterds pursues a revenge fantasy 
that’s larger than life and in some sense bigger 
than truth. Perhaps what it presents is a truth 
that’s bigger than historical accuracy.  A.O. 
Scott of The New York Times once called it the 
perfect Purim film.  Like the Megillah of Esther, 
Inglourious Basterds is not about what we know 
happened, but about how Jewish history might 
have been different throughout the ages if Jews 
always had the capacity to defend ourselves. 
The film is wild and violent and full of every 
emotion imaginable.  Tarantino rewrites the war 
and we go along for the ride and then wish it 
were real.  

Roger Ebert’s 2009 review went on to say that 
Inglourious Basterds, like most Tarantino films, 
needs to be seen more than once.  Come see it 
again, or for the first time.  Starring Brad Pitt, 
Christoph Waltz, and Melanie Laurent.

Note: This film is rated R for strong graphic vio-
lence, profane language, and brief scenes of sexual 
behavior.

April 6 at 7:00 pm: Zoolander
Ben Stiller’s brilliantly madcap comedy, 
Zoolander, had the misfortune to be released at 
the wrong time.  In September of 2001 almost 
no one was laughing, and the film didn’t live 
up to its potential until much later.  On DVD 
and later internet streaming, though, this joke-
packed send up of male models and the fashion 
industry developed a strong following.  

Stiller, who co-wrote and directed the film, stars 
as Derek Zoolander, impossibly beautiful and 
even more impossibly stupid male model being 
overtaken in his career by the new guy, played 
by Owen Wilson.  Zoolander gets drawn into 
an evil plot a la The Manchurian Candidate and 
the jokes just keep coming.  

Everything about this movie is funny – from 
Stiller’s not particularly model-like looks to 
Derek’s inability to function as anything but a 
model (the movie’s ads said Zoolander has “3% 
body fat and 1% brain activity”).  The comic 
genius of Will Farrell as the villain and Jon 
Voigt as Zoolander’s father are well employed, 
as well.  Stiller’s real father Jerry Stiller shows 
up briefly as Derek’s agent “Murray Ballstein” 
and steals the show.  

Like Inglourious Basterds, Zoolander is a movie 
worth seeing more than once, but for a different 
reason.  Watching Zoolander, you’ll be laughing 
so hard you’ll miss half the jokes and need to 
watch it again to catch them.

Note:  Zoolander is rated PG-13 for mild sexual con-
tent and drug references.

Saturday Night at the Movies is free to CAA 
members.  We ask that non-members contribute 
$5 per person to defray the cost of refreshments 
and movie rental.
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The Nathan E. Cohen Lecture Series Presents

Mak’hela: The Jewish Chorus of  
wesTern MassaChuseT Ts

Sunday, March 31 at 3:00 pm
Congregation Ahavas Achim
Admission is free – All are welcome

 

Get ready everyone, because Mak'hela is 
coming back to Keene for the 6th year in a 
row!  Join us for another delightful after-
noon of Jewish choral music as part of the 
Nathan E. Cohen Lecture series, conducted 
by our very own Lainee Ginsberg.  

Most of you probably know Lainee from 
providing beautiful music at our Shabbat 
services and teaching in the CAA Religious 
School, but did you know that she is also 
the music director of Mak'hela, the Jewish 

Chorus of Western MA? Mak'hela is now in 
its 16th year and brings to audiences a wide 
range of beautiful, exciting and spiritual 
Jewish choral music.  

This concert will include liturgical gems in 
Hebrew, Yiddish favorites, Klezmer-style 
lively toe-tapping numbers, late Renaissance 
Jewish choral music, and even Lainee's own 
compositions. 

Tell your friends and mark your calendars! 

Purim is Just Around the Corner!
March 20th at 6:00 pm  
When Adar comes in, joy increases.  So says 
our tradition.  And a lot of that joy comes from 
the holiday of Purim, when everything is topsy 
turvy, no one acts like they would on other 
days, and costumes, masks, noisemakers, and 
drinking are the order of the day.

CAA will be holding its annual Megillah 
Reading and Purim event on Erev Purim, which 
falls on Wednesday, March 20.  Come in cos-
tume – the more outrageous the better.  There 
will be a costume parade, much singing and 

revelry, hamentaschen for all and some comedic 
skits in between chapters of Megillat Esther.

We’ll start at 6:00 pm with a pizza dinner, fol-
lowed by the service and megillah reading 
beginning at 6:30.  If you’d like to perform 
in a Purimshpiel (the aforementioned come-
dic skits), or write one, or put on some other 
amusement, now’s your chance to be a star!  
Contact President Ronnie Brown at president.
ahavas.achim@gmail.com and tell her what 
you’d like to do.
Religious School students will celebrate the 
holiday at the Purim Carnival on Sunday morn-
ing, March 17th.
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ASHUELOT CONCERTS PERFORMING AT CAA

“Passover Parodies: Songs that Weren’t Sung at 
Your Bubbe’s Seder.”
March 28 at 6:30 pm
Many seders are enlivened with amusing songs 
that use familiar melodies and comedic lyrics 
to turn a sometimes too predictable ritual meal 
into a rollicking good time.  Broadway show 
tunes, American folk music and popular songs 
all can be adapted with lyrics that make the 
Festival of Freedom more festive and laugh-out-
loud funny.  

We’ll begin by looking at some clips of some 
parody performances over a pizza-and-salad 
dinner (It’s not Pesach yet!).  Then Rabbi 
Lowenthal and Lainee Ginsberg will sing some 
of the songs and teach them to those assembled.  
Dale Rosenberg will provide instruction on how 
to incorporate the parody songs into your seder, 
achieving the desired mix of seriousness and 
humor.  All who attend will leave with copies of 
several parody songs to introduce to your own 
seder.

RSVP by March 26 so we know how much food 
to provide and how many copies to make.

Volunteer at The Community Kitchen
CAA will be volunteering at The Community 
Kitchen on Thursday, March 21st  and 
Thursday, April 18th .  Please arrive by 4:45 
pm to wash hands, don apron, hat, gloves and 
assume positions in the serving line or in the 
kitchen, and let the meal begin! We usually are 
finished by 6:45 pm and out the door.  

All congregants are invited to help out for all 
or even just part of the evening.  As always, 
it helps if you notify me ahead of time when 
you know you will be volunteering at TCK.  
We try not to be over-volunteered, or under-
volunteered! Thanks, Gary Shapiro, 352-0440 or 
email: gm_shapiro@yahoo.com

Sunday, April 14th at 4:00 pm

My Beloved Friend
The passionate story of the friendship 

between Clara Schumann and  
Johannes Brahms told through  

their songs and letters.

Jazimina MacNeil – Mezzo Soprano
Nicholas Burns - Piano

Saturday, March 16th @ 7:30 pm

Debussy Cello Sonata (1915)
Schumann Fantasy Pieces, Op.73

Martinu Cello Sonata No. 2, H. 286
Chopin Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 65

Paul Cohen - Cello
Nicholas Burns - Piano

Ticket information at:  
http://ashuelotconcerts.org 

Note: snow date is Sunday, March 17th. 

Are You Getting the Weekly Synagogue 
E-mail?
A mass mailing to CAA members and other 
interested parties provides info on upcom-
ing services and other events.  This e-mail 
is sent out every Tuesday or Wednesday.  
Additional emails are sent when there’s 
news that can’t wait.  

If you’re not receiving the weekly email, call 
the CAA office and ask to be added.  It’s the 
way to keep up to date in between Bulletins.
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Ahavas Achim Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday  
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Contact: 603.352.6747 or  
secretary.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
Appointments with the Rabbi can be sched-
uled by emailing rabbi.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com

Join us for the Annual CAA Community Seder
Saturday, April 20th  
at 5:30 pm
Made by the 
Community for the 
Community!
On the second night 
of Passover, Saturday, 
April 20th, our annual Community Seder will 
begin promptly at 5:30 pm. Each year, we come 
to the Seder table as a true community - each 
supporting the meal by bringing a dish.  

Together, let's recall the redemption story of 
G-d bringing the Israelites out from slavery in 
Egypt. Our story today inspires many other 
peoples in their quests for liberation from slav-
ery and struggle for freedom.

This Seder is filled with traditional and contem-
porary songs, readings and blessings.

$13.00 per congregation member
$8.00 per child 12 years and under
$24.00 per non-congregation member

Please contact Daniella to RSVP and sign-up 
for a dish to bring at: secretary.ahavas.achim@
gmail.com or 603.352.6747

Weekly Torah Study – Open to All
Join us on Sundays when Religious School is 
in session, from 12:30-2:00 pm, as we read and 
discuss the parasha of the week, the weekly 
portion of Torah that is read by Jews the world 
over.  Each Sunday we look ahead to the com-
ing Shabbat reading.  

After brief framing comments, we read – in 
English or in Hebrew followed by English 
translation – the text, stopping to look at com-
mentary and discuss issues raised.  There’s a 
core group who usually comes, and drop ins 
are always welcome.  

No previous experience with Torah study is 
required.  Light refreshments are served.

Cohen Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies Presents
Genocide Awareness Lecture Series  
Speaker: Andrea Gualde 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 7:00 PM
Mabel Brown Room, Lloyd P. Young Student 
Center, Keene State College 

Human Rights lawyer 
Andrea Gualde is the Senior 
Advisor for Latin America at 
the Auschwitz Institute for 
Peace and Reconciliation and 
a Professor of International 
Jurisdictions at Di Tella 
University in Buenos Aires. 

Previously, she was National Director of 
Legal Affairs of the Secretariat of Human 
Rights of the Ministry of Justice, Argentina. 
She has chaired the Museums and Memorials 
Working Group of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance. 

Gualde studied law at the University of Buenos 
Aires and was a Visiting Scholar at Yale Law 
School. 
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Simchas for March/April
Birthdays
Benjamin Pieper Friedman .........March 1
Stephen Weiner ............................March 1
Robert Gewanter ..........................March 5
Isaac Sylvern .................................March 7
Carly Johnson ...............................March 10
Jacob Pieper Friedman ................March 13
Gerri Benstein ...............................March 14
Mike Davern .................................March 14
John Halper ...................................March 16
Janet Yardley .................................March 20
Rebecca Sayles ..............................March 23
Toni Goldberg...............................March 26
Camner Rubin ..............................March 26
Ronnie Brown ...............................March 31
Margo Cohen ................................March 31
Elaine Bieber .................................April 1
Clark Johnson ...............................April 1
David Sayles .................................April 6
Jori Platt .........................................April 7
Olivia Beteau .................................April 8

Thomas Ross .................................April 9
Robert Vogel .................................April 9
Bruce Platt .....................................April 11
Jacob Hollander ............................April 12
Roberta Visser ...............................April 12
Philip Sadler ..................................April 13
Eleanor Kaufman .........................April 13
Pauline Fish ...................................April 14
Zara Mae Rosenberg ....................April 16
Perry Cohen ..................................April 19
Helen Colby ..................................April 26
Leonard Weiser.............................April 27
Barry Goodman Lytton ...............April 19
Trish Spear ....................................April 27
Aerin Tamar Prunier ....................April 29
Anniversaries
Paul & Alyse Bettinger ................April 13
Kathi Borden & Greg Blair .........April 16
David & Rebecca Sayles ..............April 16

The CAA Book Club
Back by Popular Demand:“Jew vs. Jew” 
April 24 at 7:00 pm
When we read Samuel G. Freedman’s book: Jew 
vs Jew: the Struggle for the Soul of American Jewry 
last fall, many people were eager to discuss it 
but had conflicts at the time of the meeting.  
So, by request, we are revisiting this fascinat-
ing book.  When it came out 15 years ago, it 
was an instant bestseller.  Its author proposes 
the idea that, in the latter part of the twentieth 
century, a once mostly united American Jewish 
Community developed deep and lasting rifts 
making it hard to function as a community at 
all.

Freedman is a professor of journalism at 
Columbia University and he writes this book 
with a journalist’s eye and style.  He makes his 
points with individual stories of Jewish commu-
nities and the strife they encountered: alumni 
of a Jewish secular summer camp in New York 
who feel threatened by religiously observant 
Jews; divisions over how to perform conver-
sions in Denver, Colorado; dissension in an 
independent minyan in California over gender 

egalitarianism; a bombing of a Conservative 
synagogue in Florida stemming from the con-
gregation inviting then Israel Prime Minister, 
Shimon Peres, to speak.  Freedman’s in-depth 
interviews with people on all sides of these 
controversies go way beyond the headlines and 
seriously consider what has changed and is 
changing in American Jewry.

The book is an easy read.  Written in a breezy, 
journalistic style, it nonetheless raises deep 
questions about the status and the future of 
American Jewry.  We’ll talk about the issues and 
see if we agree with Freedman’s theories about 
how strong these rifts are and how they came 
about.  And we’ll watch excerpts from a lecture 
Freedman gave recently on “Jew vs. Jew: 15 
years later.”

We’ll be discussing the book on April 24th at 
7:00 pm.  It’s Pesach, so we will have pesadikka 
refreshments, including Dale’s famous maca-
roons.

The CAA Library has several copies of the book.  
If you didn’t get a chance to read it last time, 
or if you’d like to refresh your memory, take a 
copy and leave your name on the sign out sheet.  
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Join Us for the NH Jewish Film Festival
April 4 – 14, 2019 with 
showings in theaters 
around the State
Films showing at the 
Peterborough  
Community Theatre:  
Sunday, April 7th at 
1:00 pm

93 Queen
Director: Paula Eiselt
Documentary, 2018, USA
85 minutes
English, Yiddish, Hebrew (with English sub-
titles)
Admission: $12.00  

Within the ultra-Orthodox enclaves of 
Brooklyn, Rachel “Ruchie” Freier, a lawyer 
and mother of six, is revolutionizing the role 
of women in daily life by training them to 
work as EMTs—an alternative to Hatzolah, the 
all-male Jewish volunteer ambulance corps. 
Ruchie’s belief that Orthodox women deserve 
female EMTs drives her to overcome her com-
munity’s objections and to bring her vision to 
reality.

"Forget Supergirl and Wonder Woman. To see a 
real female superhero in action, check out Paula 
Eiselt's documentary." — The Hollywood Reporter

Sunday, April 7th at 3:30 pm   

The Samuel Project  
Director: Marc Fusco
Drama/Comedy, 2017, USA
92 minutes
English
Rated PG-13
Admission: $12.00

Eli (Ryan Ochoa) gets to know his grandfather 
Samuel (Hal Linden) for the first time when he 
makes him the subject of an animated art proj-
ect for school. With dreams of becoming a pro-
fessional artist, the high school senior discovers 
that his grandpa, a Jewish dry cleaner, was 
heroically saved from Nazi capture in Germany 
by a young woman when he was a boy.

Winner, Audience Award (Best Narrative Feature), 
2018 Los Angeles Jewish Film Festival
The website and online ticket platform go live 
February 18. Purchase your tickets:

• Online at www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org

• Online at www.brownpapertickets.com/ 
profile/833384

• By phone at 800-838-3006 ext. 1

• By phone at 603-627-7679, Jewish Federation 
Office, Tuesday–Thursday, 9 am–2 pm

• At Jewish Federation of New Hampshire box 
office, Tuesday–Thursday, 9 am–2 pm

Call 603-627-7679 or visit www.nhjewishfilm-
festival.org or www.jewishnh.org for the latest 
information. On Facebook, visit JFNH and NH 
Jewish Film Festival for last-minute updates.

Pat Kalik, Chairperson
2019 NH Jewish Film Festival
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Congregation
 Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE  
OF THE MONADNOCK REGION

1
7:00 pm Shir Shabbat 
Service/Oneg sponsored 
by Yvette Yeager in 
memory of Frieda Yeager

2

3
10:00 am Trip to Yalla 
Vermont/RSVP required 

4
5

6
7

8
7:00 pm Exuberant  
Shabbat Service

9
7:00 pm CAA Movie 
Night/“Inglourious 
Basterds”

10
9:30 am Religious School
12:30 pm Torah Study
2:30 pm Adult Hebrew

11
12

13
7:00 pm Board of  
Directors Meeting

14
15

7:00 pm Traditional 
Shabbat Service

16
10:00 am Torah Service
7:30 pm Ashuelot Concerts

  

17
9:30 am Religious School/ 
Purim Carnival 
12:30 pm Torah Study
2:30 pm Adult Hebrew

18
19

20
6:00 pm Pizza Dinner
6:30 pm Purim Service

21
4:45 pm Community 
Kitchen

22
7:00 pm Short Shabbat 
Service

23

24
9:30 am Religious School
12:30 pm Torah Study
2:30 pm Adult Hebrew

9:30 am Religious School
3:00 pm NEC Lecture -  
Mak’hela Chorus

25
26

27
28

6:30 pm Adult Ed Passover 
Parodies: “Songs that 
were not sung at your 
bubbe’s Seder”

30
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MARCH 2019 Calendar
Adar I/Adar II 5779

29
7:00 pm Kavanah Shabbat 
Service

No Religious school

Daylight saviNgs 

e Rev PuRim
PuRim

31
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Want to Work on Your Hebrew – Adult Hebrew 
Classes Offered
Do you feel daunted by Hebrew prayers?  Do 
you find yourself reading transliteration?  Or 
are you saying the prayers by rote, but not 
understanding the meaning?  We have a class 
for you!

On Sundays when religious school is in ses-
sion, Prayer Book Hebrew Class meets from 
2:30 to 3:30.  We review vocabulary and gram-
mar from Hebrew prayers, practice reading 
and translating some of the liturgy, and throw 
in a little Modern Hebrew grammar, as appro-
priate.  We use textbook, prayer book, and 
video to make for an interactive and multi-
faceted session.  It’s fun and it will make your 
shul experience more meaningful and enjoy-
able when you know what the words mean.

Prayer Book Hebrew is open to anyone who 
knows all the Hebrew letters and can decode, 
albeit slowly, with vowels.  If you need to learn 
Alef Bet, that can be arranged at a different 
time.  

Contact Education Director Dale Rosenberg at 
eddirector.ahavas.achim@gmail.com for more 
information.  Or just show up on Sunday after-
noons.

Highlights of CAA Board Meetings
January 9 and February 13, 2019
Religious School. The religious school fin-
ished its unit on prophets, false prophets, and 
reluctant prophets. This semester students 
will study American Jews, including the Marx 
brothers, Levi Strauss, Samuel Gompers, 
Houdini, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The teach-

ers and religious school administrators are 
pleased with the Mi Kedem Hebrew language 
program and its individualization. There has 
been some reorganization of students and 
teachers. Students closer to b’nai mitzvah time 
will spend more time working with Lainee 
Ginsberg. The next group of students below 
the b’nai students will also get more time with 
Lainee and be working on a well-thought-of 
rotation that mixes Hebrew language work and 
prayer practice. 

The religious school had its annual Tu B’Shevat 
seder to celebrate the new year of trees. There 
were juices representing the four seasons and 
fruits (protected, partially protected, and imagi-
nary). There was also a nod to local trees in the 
form of a maple syrup tasting. The religious 
school’s Purim carnival will be on March 17. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with the event. 

Torah Repair Project. Rabbi Kevin Hale of 
Northampton, MA, and his brother David 
Hale, MFA, of Stowe, VT are continuing their 
involvement in the project of repairing CAA’s 
three Torah scrolls. The refurbishment of the 
first scroll is complete. The repairs of the sec-
ond scroll might be complete by the end of 
February. The work on the final Torah scroll 
will begin after Passover. 

Policy on Yahrzeit Memorial Plaques. The 
Ritual Practices Committee decided that CAA 
members may purchase a yahrzeit memorial 
plaque for a Jewish or non-Jewish loved one. 
This decision was based on the reasoning that 
having a memorial plaque for a non-Jewish per-
son does not diminish the intended purpose of 
a yahrzeit memorial plaque. 

 
Cleaning and Restoration 

Services
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Yahrzeits for March/April
Date Yahrzeit Jewish  Friday before 
Observed Date Yahrzeit
3/5  George E. Ehrlich 28 Adar-II-I  3/1
3/8 Louis Andrews 1 Adar-II  3/8
3/8  Lester Bieber 1 Adar-II  3/8
3/12  Anne Bernstein 5 Adar-II  3/8
3/12 Mollie Hanan 5 Adar-II  3/8
3/12  Eric Komitzsky 5 Adar-II  3/8
3/16  Pauline Krugman 9 Adar-II  3/15
3/17 Moritz Lowy 10 Adar-II  3/15
3/17   Donald Allen Sayles 10 Adar-II  3/15
3/18 Mildred Weber Brown 11 Adar-II  3/15
3/18  Marcia Tenofsky Riendeau 11 Adar-II  3/15
3/21  Larry Schuman  14 Adar-II  3/15
3/23 Harold Sadler 16 Adar-II 3/22
3/23 Ida Sabel 16 Adar-II 3/22
3/23 Samuel Sakter 16 Adar-II 3/22
3/24 Sadie Lichman 17 Adar-II 3/22
3/24  Nina Nirenberg Davids  17 Adar-II  3/22
3/25  Fanny Lowy  18 Adar-II  3/22
3/25 Nancy Reisig 18 Adar-II 3/22
3/25  Chaya Leah Slome  18 Adar-II  3/22
3/28 Samuel Morris Wildove 18 Adar-II 3/22
3/29  Michael Kotleroff  22 Adar-II  3/29
3/30  Frieda Yeager  23 Adar-II  3/29
3/31 Harry M. Kharfen 24 Adar-II 3/29
4/1  Anna Derby 25 Adar-II  3/29
4/1  David Schuman  25 Adar-II  3/29
4/2 Frances Court 26 Adar-II 3/29
4/3  Mildred Fox  27 Adar-II  3/29
4/6  Benjamin Komitzsky  1 Nissan  4/5
4/7  Abraham Bettinger  2 Nissan  4/5
4/7  Beatrice Sarubin Zeskind  2 Nissan  4/5
4/8  Ida Butler  3 Nissan  4/5
4/8  Paul Malkin  3 Nissan  4/5
4/8  Richard Roscoe Mercier  3 Nissan  4/5
4/11  Jack Feldman  6 Nissan 4/5
4/12  Abraham Shapiro  7 Nissan  4/12
4/15 Jacob Wildove 10 Nissan 4/12
4/17 Elsie Kaufman 12 Nissan 4/12
4/18  Dora Satlin Komitzsky  13 Nissan  4/12
4/19  Joy Andrews  14 Nissan  4/19
4/23  Mollie Rubin  18 Nissan  4/19
4/23  Bob Schapiro  18 Nissan  4/19
4/25  Iris Silberstein  20 Nissan  4/19
4/28 Edith Cohn 23 Nissan 4/26
4/30  Baby Boy Shapiro  25 Nissan  4/26
Yahrzeits are listed according to the Hebrew date, so the English date 
will vary from year to year. Kaddish may be recited on the Shabbat 
nearest the date of remembrance. Please notify the synagogue office 
at 352-6747 if you find an error, or would like to have the name of a 
loved one included in the future.

Cohen Center Awards Night
Tuesday, April 30, 
2019 at 7:00 pm
Alumni Recital Hall, 
Redfern Arts Building, 
Keene State College
The Charles 
Hildebrandt for Holocaust 
Studies Award honors Keene 
State College's professor emeritus 
in Sociology and founder of the 
Center for Holocaust Studies. It is 
given in recognition of excellence 
in Holocaust Studies. The breadth 
of the award categories have grown 
from the initial Keene State College 
student entries to high school and 
now community entries. Students 
and members of the local commu-
nity are invited to submit essays, 
historical analyses, stories, poems, 
musical compositions, dance, film, 
theatre and visual arts exploring 
and expressing their own personal 
relationship to or reflections on the 
Holocaust.

Presentations are given by the 
award-winning participants, and 
monetary and book awards are 
granted. 

Those eligible to apply are:  Keene 
State College students; area High 
School and Middle School students; 
Students in Grades 5-8, and any 
other New England Resident.

Submissions may include: Artistic 
entries – dance compositions, 
musical creations, poems, short 
stories, visual works of art, film, or 
plays; or scholarly entries – essays, 
research projects/papers.  Entries 
will be judged by committee and 
evaluated on their depth of vision, 
insight, creativity, originality, and 
technical ability. 

For more information and an 
award application form, visit 
www.keene.edu.cchs
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Cycle of Life
Donations
James Hogancamp - in  
memory of Bernie H. Wildove
Anthony & Judy Olson
David & Sandy Kochman - in memory of 
Ronnie Brown's father in law, Sol Goldberg
Ellen Ostreicher - in memory of her mother, 
Sybil Dorner

CelebraTe a siMChah by PurChasing a leaf on 
our Tree of life
• Bar and Bat Mitzvahs  
• Births  
• Graduations  
• Anniversaries  
• Special Birthdays  
• Honors • Best Wishes  
   and Congratulations

Please contact Daniella at secretary.ahavas.
achim@gmail.com or call the synagogue 
office at 603-352-6747. $270 per leaf.

Torah Repair Fund
David & Sandy Kochman - in honor of Julian 
Edelman being the first Jewish player to receive 
the Lombardi MVP award at the Super Bowl

Florence Jenny Aliber Lipsky Fund
Aaron Lipsky - in memory of Rubin Lipsky and 
Florence Aliber Lipsky

Special Fund
Rick & Jan Cohen - in honor of Arthur Cohen’s 
90th Birthday

Oneg Fund
Marty Reisig - in memory of Nancy Reisig
Yvette Yeager - in memory of Frieda Yeager

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Yvette Yeager - in memory of Frieda Yeager

Other Donation
Parker Montgomery & the Keene Knights Chess 
Club - for their donation of a printer to CAA

The Susan J. Herman Award for Leadership 
in Holocaust & Genocide Awareness Award 
honors the work and inspiration of Dr. Susan 
J. Herman, Professor of Management at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, and Professor 
Emerita of Management at Keene State College.  
Dr. Herman served the College, the Cohen 
Center and New Hampshire through a lifetime 
of advocacy, education, curriculum develop-
ment and leadership training. Dr. Herman's 
considerable talents helped to motivate College 
leaders, faculty and community supporters to 
join in promoting Holocaust and genocide stud-
ies, leading many to a greater awareness of how 
genocide, mass murder and other crimes of 
atrocity affect us all today.

The Susan J. Herman Award recognizes indi-
viduals who have, through personal leadership 
and actions, stimulated greater understanding 
of genocide, increased activism on behalf of the 
victims of crimes against humanity or inspired 
community engagement in educating people 
about genocide both historically and in our con-
temporary world. 

The Herman Award is presented in two cat-
egories each year:  One recognition award will 
honor a student at Keene State College, accom-
panied by a monetary award to assist the stu-
dent with his or her studies. The second will be 
awarded to an individual or group who has/
have made a difference in Holocaust and geno-
cide awareness through acts of leadership and 
personal commitment. Preference for the second 
award will be given to qualified nominees from 
New Hampshire, but inspirational candidates 
from around the world will be considered.

 lodging  .  wedding receptions  .  Bat/Bar Mitzvahs 

keenecourtyard.com              thelanehotel.com       holidayinnexpress.com/keenenh

Contact Michelle Clark : (603) 354-7900 x4924

  MAZEL TOV
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Congregation
Ahavas Achim
THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

84 Hastings Avenue
Keene, NH 03431
603-352-6747
E-mail: rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com 
www.keenesynagogue.org

   mike.kapiloff@kapiloff.com

  David R. Levene, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
   Pamela Stetzer, D.O., F.A.C.O.O.G. 

Heather L. Arel, M.S.N., A.R.N.P. 

454 Old Street Rd., Suite 302 
Peterborough, NH  03458 

 
 

650 Court St., Suite 5 
Keene, NH  03431 

For appointments, call: 
(603) 924-9444 

 
 

Visit our Facebook page and our web site: 
www.MonadnockOBGYN.com 

For all of your Obstetrical and Gynecological needs. 


